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Dates:  Saturday, July 17—Sunday, July 26 
         
Sponsored by the International Children’s Aid Foundation—
serving Romania since 1991: 
· Supporting Casa Emanuel, a small, family-style Christian or-

phanage.  Our kids need one-on-one relationships with team 
members as mentors and 
friends. While we are there, 
we will have a Vacation Bi-
ble School each week.  
Many of the village kids 
that have come (and their 
parents) have never heard 
the Gospel...Can you help? 

 
· Bright Beginnings—a pro-

gram of early childhood in-
tervention in the dismal state orphanages.  A year-round pres-
ence in the lives of children who otherwise would be neglected 



and unloved.  We need professionals who 
can train our educators in music, speech, 
physical, and occupational therapy, in health 
care and education.  Can you help? 

 
 

· The Christian 
Center, opened by 
ICAF in 2004 in the 
nearby town of Brad, 

has become a magnet for seekers 
of all ages provid-

The kids are enthusiastic during story time 
when we host  vacation bible school 

Sharing evening devotions with the kids 
and a Casa Emanuel educator. 

Integrating music and movement teaches  coor-
dination and balance …. 

…..to developmentally challenged kids 
at Bright Beginnings—a fundamental for 
motor and language skills.  Here we are 
coaching the educators in the latest 
techniques. 



ing a safe haven for socializing, 
Bible study, music and art les-
sons, and worship.  The 2005 
team began chime and bell choirs 
which are still flourishing. While 
we are there we will have English 
Club, inviting people of all ages to 
come learn English or practice 

their conversational skills.  It is a great 
opportunity to share our personal ex-
periences in faith.  Can you help? 
 
 
· Teen Pride: a screen printing busi-
ness 

Where two or more gather at the Center, 
a Bible study might begin! 

We acquired a new building for the 
Christian Center in 2005, right on the 
town square!  Volunteers from the 
summer team worked side by side 
with Romanian volunteers and labor-
ers to tear off the old roof and take 
down some of the walls in prepara-
tion for construction in the fall.  By 
summer of 2006, the new Center will 
be up and running, and ready for an 
artistic touch inside! 

The Christian Center on our first 
day….. 

   ...and on the last!  



providing vocational training 
aimed at helping the older or-
phans from the state system 
learn a trade and find employ-
ment after they are ejected 
from the state orphanage at 
age 18.  Can you help? 

 
· Clinica Luca: a clinic located 

within the Casa Emanuel 
complex offering free-of-
charge medical and dental care and medications to the indi-
gent population surrounding us.  In a country where many are 
denied any care because they cannot afford the “tips” required 
by doctors or anesthesiologists, the clinic is the highlight of the 
year. Many have not received care since the last team came.  
Not only do we not charge, but each patient is then taken into 
a private area by the prayer team where they are individually 
loved and prayed for.  This is a truly moving experience both 
for patients and the team members.  Can you help? 

Accommodations 
Some of the team members share private rooms in the orphanage complex, but most 

Team 2005 outfitted in tee shirts pro-
duced by Teen Pride. 

Providers, assistants, and trans-
lators: the medical team is a co-
hesive group 



stay in homes along the street.  Our hosts are very gracious— parting at the end of 
our stay is often a sad occasion.   
 

Two of our host homes: flowers abound everywhere in the summer! 

The team dorm room above the annex building, and the view from the skylight. 



Food 
All meals are served in the large dining room at the main building at Casa Emanuel.  
Our talented staff prepare everything from breakfast to desserts in the professional-
grade kitchen.  Bottled water is available in unlimited quantities for personal use. 

A typical breakfast: cheese, meat, fresh tomatoes from our garden, and eggs—today 
they’re hard boiled.   Mealtimes are a good opportunity to share what we’ve been doing. 

Lunch always begins with soup—today it’s chicken with dumplings, followed by baked 
chicken, vegetables, and fresh cole slaw.  There’s always a big basket of bread bought 
fresh every morning, and jam or margarine. 

Today it’s stuffed peppers.  Dessert may be apple cakes made with apples from the 
tree outside the kitchen. 



Other Frequently Asked Questions 
· I don’t know if I fit into any of the work you’ve described.  Should I go?                  
         There are a multitude of things that need to be done.  Every task needs helpers, 
from helping prepare the crafts for VBS to repairs and construction.  If everyone is 
busy,  all the time, then the kids at Casa Emanuel can be neglected.  Some of the 
most important moments of your time can be spent in the sandbox with a little one, or 
listening to one of the older kids as he talks about life.  If you feel called to go, there is 
a purpose: just keep yourself open to opportunities and they will come up! 
 
· I don’t speak the language—how will I get along? 
We will have translators who are there to help you during the main activities, and any 
other time you need to communicate.    Most of the older kids at Casa Emanuel are 
studying English and can help you out and speak with you.  Having said that, there is 
no substitute for making an effort to learn some Romanian: it’s based on Latin, so if 
you’ve ever studied French, Italian, Spanish, or Portuguese, you’re halfway there! 
 
· What’s the weather like?  
Being mountainous country, it can be hot summer weather during the day, and cool at 
night—great for sleeping.  Sometimes it’s rainy, and it can actually get cool some 
days….In short, be prepared to layer and expect almost anything. 
 
· How much does it cost? 
That was probably your first question, wasn’t it??  The price isn’t cast in stone yet, but 
you can use last year’s price as a guideline:  it was $1899 for one week, and $2099 
for two weeks.    This includes round trip airfare based on a New York departure 
(other cities will cost a nominal add-on fare, much less than domestic fares).  Also in-
cluded are surface drivers and transportation to/from/and within Romania: we hope to 
be able to fly directly into Timisoara in Romania this year.  All accommodations and 
meals in Romania are covered, and of course your team tee shirt. 
 Since so many team members are from places far from our home base in New 
Jersey, a lot of the orientation is done on line.  You will periodically receive detailed 
letters beginning in the early spring. 
 
·  What isn’t included? 
 A $20 per week tip is collected at the end of your trip: it will be put into a com-
mon fund and divided among the translators and Casa Emanuel staff.   Any shopping 
you care to do, and any incidentals such as snacks and other purchases are, of 
course, not included. 
 
· That’s a lot of money! 
 Most of our team members receive support from family, church, and other or-
ganizations.  Remember, this isn’t a vacation: you’re going there to work, and many 
people who can’t go on a mission trip are happy to support you.  Several members in 
2005 received more than they needed and were able to share to surplus with other 
team members!   We will go over how to write a support letter during orientation. 



How Do I Sign Up? 
 

Go to our web site, www.ICAFKids.org and print out 
the application and covenant forms.  Return them to 
ICAF at 14 West Lake Avenue, Medford, NJ 08055 
along with a $200 non-refundable deposit, and you’re 
on your way!   
 
If you have questions, you can e-mail us at 
ICAF@aol.com,  or call at 856-988-1738.   


